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                                             ASKERN TOWN COUNCIL 

Alexander House, High Street, Askern, 

Doncaster DN6 0AB Tel: (01302) 707252 

Email: admin@askerntowncouncil.gov.uk 

Website: www.askerntowncouncil.gov.uk 
 

 

MINUTES of the Full Council Meeting of ASKERN TOWN COUNCIL held at Alexander 

House, High Street, Askern, Doncaster DN6 0AB on Tuesday 22nd July 2025 at 

6.00pm. 

 

Present - Councillors: Cllr George Gracey, Cllr Francis Jackson, Cllr Nichola Roberts, Cllr 

Jake Keeble, Cllr John Rowley & Cllr Laurie Murray. 

In attendance – 2 members of public, A Marsden – Clerk 

 

1. Apologies were received from Cllrs M Faulkner, H Murphy & S Mitchell; the reason for their 

absence was approved. 

2. No declarations of interest were received. 

 

3. There were no items to which the public and press were excluded 

   

4. The minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on the 24th June 2025 were approved and 

accepted for accuracy. 

 

5. The Council received the Clerk's Report with updates on previous meeting items. This 

included a progress report for the new ADC lease agreement.  

Action: The office is to review the plans for the development of the White Wings 

Medical Centre to determine if there is a record of ADC land being given during this 

time.  

 

6. A staff report was given, updating the Councillors on staff projects / recent activities and 

achievements. 

Action: The office to thank Amanda for her continuous hard work and for taking on 

additional duties, due to staff illness, which haven’t gone unnoticed. 

 

7. Two members from Askern Miners Football Club shared their concerns regarding losing 

another valued green space in Askern for further development. They have recently been 

made aware that they may lose the Back Fields as a training space, due to plans to develop 

houses on this land instead. They state that it leaves them nowhere appropriate or safe to 

hold their practices / matches. 

Action: Ward Cllr Jackson to seek further information from Doncaster Council. 

 

Members of the public left. 
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8. Item 8 was deferred as the Enforcement Office from Doncaster Council did not attend. 

Action: Office to contact to try and rearrange. 

 

9. Ward Cllr Jackson gave the city councillor report. He informed everyone that he recently 

attended a meeting regarding the reopening of Askern’s railway station, for which there 

was no progress to report at this time. The safety improvement works on the A19 had 

begun, with this phase focusing on traffic light installations and speed cameras, and speed 

reductions to be implemented. He also shared that they have recently been looking at ways 

to better control the traffic that builds up (multiple times a day), due to the railway 

crossings. Though this is in the early stages of discussion, the issue has been raised and 

noted. Cllr Jackson finished by informing the council that there were possibly 2 pots of 

money that we may be able to use for the benefit of Askern. Street Scenes have a small pot 

of money that is designated for the improvement of Askern Lake. There is also some 

Section 106 money set aside for the whole of the Askern & Norton Ward. 

 

10. There were no updates from Committees or Working Groups. A representative from 

Shakers had enquired about a Cllr representing ATC at their meetings. 

Resolved: Cllr Rowley will be ATC representative for Shakers. 

           

          10.1 - Creating a task and finish group for the wildflower project was discussed. 

Resolved: Cllr Keeble, Cllr Gracey, Cllr Jackson & Cllr Roberts were approved as 

members for the task and finish group. 

Action: Office to contact Moss Road Infant School to see if they would like to be 

involved with the project. 

 

          10.2 – The final arrangements for the Summer Gala were discussed. 

Resolved: Everyone will meet at AH at 7am on gala day. 

Action: Office to put up posters / event signage on Friday 25th July. Staff to put up 

roadway and other event fencing Friday 25th. 

 

11. The open discussion session was passed as there were no members of the public present / 

Cllrs in attendance did not have any items to raise. 
 

12.  
12.1 – Cllr Gracey raised concerns over the new lampposts installed on Station Road / Moss 

Road. Specifically, that the installations haven’t been finished, as there are holes around 

each one open on the footpaths. Furthermore, he was concerned that Doncaster Council 

had not reinstalled the infrastructure to allow ATC to place Christmas Lights on them.  

           Action: Ward Cllr Jackson to seek further information from Doncaster Council. 

 

12.2 – The rowing boats on Askern Lake were discussed. The Council are aware that due to 

being short-staffed staffed these have not been out as they usually would have been, as other 

things have been prioritised. They will however be out for the gala. 
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13.  
13.1 – Deferred as a representative from the Lakeside Café was unable to join.  

  

   13.2 – The Council discussed the terms for the new lease agreement for the ADC. 

Resolved: The Council approved the Heads of Terms for the new lease. Approving a 

company to use for an EPC was deferred as we are awaiting a quote from a CDC 

recommended company. 

    

13.3-  The Council discussed a new HR, Staffing & Appeals structure.  

Resolved: The Council approved a new structure for the HR/Staffing & Appeals 

Committees. The committee members will be published on the council website. 

 

13.4-  The Council discussed the information sent by CDC regarding the requirement to have a 

meter administrator for festive lighting. 

Resolved: The Council approved the fee of £250+vat and to proceed with Stark (Tym 

Huckin). 

 

13.5-  The Council discussed updating staff members DBS checks. 

Resolved: The Council approved having 2 new DBS checks completed for staff members. 

Action: Office to proceed with the checks using Barnsley Council - £60.45 each. 

 

13.6-  The Council discussed the lakeside play park and all agreed it does need a full 

renovation. 

Action: Office to invite the play park companies who quoted for the zip-line to come out 

to quote us for the full renovation.  

Office and Cllrs to begin looking for grant opportunities. 

When a funding stream has been identified, the office to contact local schools to arrange a 

Cllr visit to gather children’s wishes for the new play equipment. 

  

13.7-  The Council discussed the Community Grants night. 

Resolved: The Council approved a budget of £2500 for the event, with money allocated 

from the grant budget. This will be separated into 5 x £500, allowing for 5 different 

community groups to be awarded the grant on the night. 

 

14. 

14.1   Payments -  APPROVED 

14.2  Receipts - APPROVED 

14.3  BACS -  APPROVED 

 

With no further items to be discussed, the meeting was closed at 8:36pm. 

 
Members of the Council 

Cllr Jake Keeble, Cllr George Gracey, Cllr Francis Jackson, 

Cllr Nichola Roberts, Cllr John Rowley, Cllr Sharon Mitchell, Cllr Mark Faulkner,  

Cllr Helen Murphy and Cllr Laurie Murray. 
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